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ALL THE DETAILS OF THE hOV£^/lE^lT^ EARLY IN T HI WAR, 01^'

THE VOLUNTEER REGIMENT TO THE FIELD ARE FULL OF INTEREST, AS WE

RECALL THEM. FRUIT OR DRESSED BEEF ARE NOW MOVED WITH MUCH

GREATER CARE AND CONSIDERATION FOR COMFORT THAN WERE POSSIBLE

TO BE GIVEN TO OUR TR60PS. THINK OF THE 20TH MASSACHUSETTS

BEING TRANSPORTED FROM BALTIMORE TO WASHINGTON IN CATTLE CARS,

BENCHES PLACED ACROSS,- THE WHOLE NIGHT OCCUPIED. THE REGIMENT

REACHED WASHINGTON AT DAYLIGHT, AND OFFICERS AND MEN T;HREW THEM-

SELVES ON THE FLOOR OF THE PLATFORM -^'^ STATION AND SLEPT UNTIL

NOON ,

A SHORT STOP AT CAMP KALORAMA AT WASHINGTON, THEM THE
]

i

MARCH 'P THROUGH MARYLAND TO POOLSVlLLE. EACH COMPANY HAD TWO i

WAGONS, AND MOST OF US COMPLAINING OF THE INADEQUACY OF TR AN S PORT A TlOf

WHICH DID NOT SEEM EQUAL TO TRUNKS, IRON BEDSTEADS, MATTRESSES, i

i

MESS CHESTS, BATH TUBS AND MANY OTHER ABSURDITIES. IT WAS NOT !

J

SO VERY LONvi BEFORE A SOLITARY WAGON FOR THE WHOLE REGIMENT
j

"J

WAS HAILED WITH DELIGHT AS IT CAME INTO CAMP AFTER AN ABSENCE OF '

i

\

PERHAPS TWO OR THREE DAYS WHILE THE TROOPS WERE ON THE MARCH. \

i

REACHING POOLSVlLLE WE JOINED THE COMMNAD OF GENERAL
'1

CHARLES P. STONE- THIS WAS CALLED A CORPS OF OBSERVATION - AND WE \

i

WERE PLACED IN THE BRIGADE COMMANDED BY GENERAL LANDER. THE
I

i

,

j

MISFORTUNES OF GENERAL STONE ARE FAMILIAR TO YOU ALL. WHILE I i

1

THINK BLAME ATTACHES TO HIM FOR HIS MEAGRE PREPARATIONS AUD !

1

ABSOLUTE LACK OF KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT WAS GOING ON AT THE BATTLE OF '

BALL'S BLUFF, STILL I CAN TESTIFY THAT NEVER DURING THE WAR DID j

I SEE A MORE VIGILANT OFFICER; VIGILANT IN THE SENSE OF VISITING |

j

Hia CAMP AT ALL HOURS OF THE DAY AND NIGHT; THOROUGHLY INSPECTING

j

THE TROOPS AND ATTEImDING TO ALL THE DETAILS OF CAMP LIFE. NO

i

OFFICER ON GUARD WOULD DARE SLEEP OR NEGLECT HIS DUTY, FOR GENERAL '

STONE MIGHT APPEAR AT ANY FOMENT. HE WAS AN EXCELLENT DiSCIPLINA- ;

R I A N ,
'i
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THE REGIMENT WAS CAMPED BETWEEN THE LITTLE VILLAGE OF

POOLSVILLE AND EDWARDS FERRY ON THE POTOMAC, AND DETACHMENTS WERE

CONSTANTLY SENT TO THE RIVER, NOT ONLY FOR PICKET DUTY, BUT AT

TIMES OF SUPPOSED EMERGENCY WHEN THERE WERE RUMORS OF THE ENEMY

BEING ABOUT TO CROSS, EITHER TO RECONNOITRE OR FORAY. ONE

AFTERNOON TWO OR THREE COMPANIES WERE HASTILY ORDERED OUT, PROVIDED

WITH SOME DAYS RATIONS,- C A PT A I N | AF T E RWA RD S GENERAL"^ W. F.

BaRTLETT in COp'iMAND. just BEFORE MO V I NG ^
G E N£ R A L LANDER DASHED

DOWN BEFORE OUR LINE UPON HIS FINE HORSE, AND GAVE US AN EXHORTA-

TION: ''MEN OF MASSACHUSETTS TO YOU IS ASSIGNED THE POST OF

H0N0r"eTC. we THEN STARTED WITH SURGEONS AND OMINOUS LOOKING

r"
^^URGICAL INSTRUMENTS, ANTICIPATING THE DIREST CONFLICT CARNAGE-

BUT, APART FROM ONE OT TWO FALSE ALARMS BY NIGHT, WE HAD NO EX~

CITE^ENx EXCEPT A WEEK OF VERY GOOD FOOD AT A HOSPITABLE MAYRLAND

HOUSE. SOON THE SAO DAY OF BALL'S BLUFF CAME.

AS HAS BEEN STATED NO ADEQLUTE TRAf-lSPORTATION HAD BEEN

PROVIDED, IN FACT THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE MOVEMENT WAS MADE

UNDER FALSE IMPRESSIONS DERIVED FROM THE REPORTS MADE BY A RE-

CONNOITRING PARTY WHO COULD NOT HAVE KNOWN THE STRENGTH OR POSI-

TION OF THE ENEMY. THE TROOPS MOVED UP THE TOW PATH OF THE

CANAL CROSSING IN SMALL BOATS TO H AR R I S ON^ I SL A IJ D . A PORTION OF

THE TROOPS,- I5TH MASSACHUSETTS, 42D NEW YORK, THE CALIFORNIA

REGIMENT AND 20TH MASSACHUSETTS CROSSING TO VIRGINIA. LATER -4<«»

TfFE=3^apr, AFTER SOME CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY, THE REST OF THE TROOPS

crossed; AND HAD HARDLY MOUNTED THE HIGH BLUFF ON THE RIVER BANK,

WHEN THEY WERE ORDERED TO ARMS AT THE APPEARANCE OF THE ENEMY,

COL. LEE
SOON COL. BAKER CROSSED, ASSUMED COMMAND, ADO RE SS I NG^ S OMEWH AT TO

THIS effect:'' well COLONEL ! CONGRATULATE YOU ON AT LAST GETTING

A CHANCE .AT THESE FELLOWS, AND BEFORE NIGHT WE WILL GIVE A GOOD

ACCOUNT OF OURSELVES'' ETC. THE CONDIDCT OF THE BATTLE, IF

THERE WAS ANY CONDUCT, WAS AS BAD AS CAN 3E IMAGINED. ANY'

LIEUTENANT ON THAT FIELD COULD HAVE DONE BETTER SIX MONTHS LATER
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NO ONE SirKMEH TO KNOW WHO WAS THE COMMANDING OFFICEK, AND NO ONE,

SO FAR A3 I HAVE EVER HEARD, HAD ANY DISTI8CT VIEWS AS TO WHAT

WAS TO 8E DONE. WHERE THE 20TH WAS IN LINE W|TH

SLIGHT RISING GROUND IN ITS FRONT, IT WAS TOLD TO CHANGE TO ^

HIGHER GROUND, THE K^EN TO DISCHARGE THEIR MUSKETS, THEN DROP ON

THE GROUND, FALL BACK, LOAD AND REPEAT THE PERFORMANCE. NO PER-

SISTENT ADVANCE SEEMED TO BE CONTEMPLATED BY ANYBODY. COL. BAKER

AND COL. LEE BOTH WERE ENGAGED FOR SOME TjlViE, AS I REMEViBER, IN

CONVEYING AMMUNITION TO THE TWO HOWITZERS WITH US. AFTER A

e+f04^ TIME OF EXCHANGE OF SHOTS, DE r.iOR A L I Z A T I ON ON THE PART OF OUR

SIDE CAME, AND THE FORCE KiOVED DOWN THE BLUFF TO THE SHORE OF

THE RIVER, WITH BULLETS OF THE ENEMY WHISTLING THROUGH THE TREES.

HERE IT WAS A CASE OF EVERY MAN FOR HIlviSELF. THOSE WHO ;THOUGHT

THEY COULD SWIM THE RIVER ATTEMPTED IT WITHOUT HINDRANCE ON OUR

SIDE. I SAW SOME ME N A T T£M PT | NG TO SWIM AND CARRY THEIR MUSKETS.

tv.AJOR PAUL REVERE STOOD BY THE BOATS FOR AWHILE, DRIVING OFF THE

UNINJURED MEN WHO TRIED TO SEIZE THEM, KEEPING THEM W^OM THE

WOUNDED,- BUT THE BOATS WERE SOON SWAMPED. MY ATHLETIC

FRIEND, CA3P)qR C R OWN I N S H I E LO , SWAM THE RIVER, HIS WATCH CAREFULLY

GUARDED IN HIS MOUTH. THAT TREASURE, I MEAN THE WATCH, TO BE

CAREFULLf LEFT IN THE HA|/ STACK ON THE ISLAND WHERE THE GALLANT

CAPTAIN SLEPT THAT NIGHT. IT WAS A FEARFUL SIGHT - THAT

RIVER- SO MANY MEN DROWNING - SOME OF THEM SHOT BY THE ENEMY

AS THEY WERE SWIMMING,

THIS AFFAIR AND INCIDENTS CONNECTED WITH THE SEARCHING

OF CAMPS FOR THE RETURN OF FUGTTIVE SLAVES SO OPERATED ON THE

' Le y^<x -t -' i^—'

MINDS OF THE PEOPLE AT WASHINGTON THAT GENERAL STONE WAS -. RCLjIl-i^OCD'-

FROM DUTY AND IMPRISONED AT FORT LAFAYETTE.

AN AMUSING, 6 LU STER I NG ( A S YET UNCONFIRMED BY THE SENATE)

BRIG.- GEN. WILLIS A. GORMAN, BY V|RTLi£ OF HIS SENIORITY, ASSUMED

COMMAND OF THE CORPS. THE LIMITS OF TIME WILL NOT PERMIT ME
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TO NARRATE MANY OF HIS PROFANE PECULIARITIES SO WELL KNOWN TO ALL

WHO vSERVED WITH HIM. HE WAS KIND ENOUGH TO ASK UE TO SERVE

ON HIS STAFF DURING HIS BRIEF COMMAND, AND WHEN I REPORTED FOR

DUTY HE CALLED ME ASIDE AND SAID*' MR. WHITTIER GENERAL STONE

HAS HAD ABOUT HIM, BY GOD SIR, A STAFF WHICH I MAY FITLY CALL AN

ASSEMBLAGE OF VIPERS, SIR.- YOU SHALL BE MY CONFIDENTIAL OFFICER-

TAKE CARE OF MY PAPERS,- AND LOOK OUT FOR THE VIPERS, SIR*'.

HE HAD VERY MUCH ON THE BRAIN THE FAILURE OR DELAY OF THE SENATE

T H A^T

TO CONFIRM HIM, AND THOUGHT^^OME GRAND MILITARY MOVEMENT W oU L D BE

H-1-lsA^

ENTRUSTED to HIM, WHICH WOULD GIVE A NATIONAL REPUTATION AND

SECURE THE BRIGADIER'S ^S&F . AND SO HE HOUSED AND THOUGHT OF

A CROSSING OF THE RIVER, PONTOON BRIDGES AND A GRAND BATTLE.

ONE DAY AS HE AND I ALONE WERE SITTING IN THE HEAD QUARTERS

BUILDING -''TICK, TICK** SOUNDED THE TELEGRAPH - AND THIS MIGHT

BE A MESSAGE SIGNIFYING ANYTHING, BUT CERTAINLY IT COl'LD CONVEY

NO KNOWLEDGE TO GENERAL GORIviAN OR ME. THE GENERAL BROUGHT DOWN

HIS HAND. WITH A VIGOROUS THUMP ON THE TABLE AND MADLY SHOUTED

''PONTOON BRIDGES, BY GOD SIR.''*

AGAIN ONE DAY , HE SURPRISED ME SINCE i HAD NO KNOWLEDGE

OF HIS CONJUGAL WEALTH, BY THE STATEMENT WITH NO PRELIMINARIES,

•'MRS. GORMAN IS A DAMNED HIGH SPIRITED WOMAN, SIR- DO YOU KNOW

THAT SHE HADN'T SPOKEN TO MRS. SENATOR-- --FROM MINNESOTA F OR

t^ YEARS.- SHE MET HER THE OTHER DAY AT WiLLARD'S HOTEL- SHE

ASSUMED HER GREATEST DIGNITY AND WAS ABOUT TO PASS HER WITHOUT

RECOGNITION, WHEN IT OCCURRED TO HER THAT IT MIGHT HELP MY

CONFIRMATION,- AND SHE AT ONCE GREETED HER WITH OUTSTRETCHED

HAND - A DAMNED HIGH SPIRITED WOMAN, SIR. THE LAST DAY

OF HIS COMMAND HE WAS SERENADED BY THE BAND OF THE VAN ALEN

CAVALRY, AND AFTER HIS SPEECH^ IN WHICH HE PREDICTED THE FALL OF

RICHMOND WITHIN A MONTH, HE OBSERVED TO ME THAT IT WAS A GLORIOUS

OCCASION, AND THAT I MUST WRITE AN ACCOUNT OFwFOR THE NEW YORK





HERALD. I FEAR THAT I COI LD HAVE BEEN TRIED FOR DISOBEDIENCE OF

ORDERS, FOR I FOLDED MY TENT AND SILENTLY STOLE AWAY TO MY REGI-

MENT, THINKING THAT STAFF LIFE WAS INGLORIOUS AND UNPLEASANT WORK.

AND SO I SERVED WITH THE REGUiENT UNTIL AFTER THE

PENINSULA CAMPAIGN, WHEN GOOD GENERAL SEDGWICK ASKED ME TO GO TO

HIS STAFF FOR AWHILE- HE THEN COMK-IANCED A D I V I S I ON -^ J U S T BEFORE

THE BATTLE OF ANTIETAM. HE WAS OFFERED t hE COMMAND OF A CORPS

BUT DECLINED IT AS WE WERE ON THE EVE OF AN ENGAGEMENT, AND HE

FELT THAT HE COULD DO BETTER SERVICE WITH THE TROOPS WHICH HE KNEW

AND WHICH KNEW HIM,- SO GENERAL MANSFIELD TOOK COMMAND, AND WAS

KILLED DURING THAT BATTLE. TWO DAYS BEFORE THE BATTLE GENERAL

SUMNER CAME TO GENERAL SEDGWICK'S HEAD QUARTERS AND SAID '' GENERAL

WE ARE TO MOVE TONIGHT OR TOMORROW MORNING; I AM TO COMMAND

S

ON THE RIGHT,- H00KER'S(I THINK)AND MY CORPS- SHALL ATTACK IN

COLUMNS OF 5 LINES AND SMASH THE ENEMY, I HOPE, AND DRIVE THEM

INTO THE RIVER.*' FOR SOME REASON THE PLAN WAS CHANGED; THE

ATTACK WAS NOT MADE THE NEXT DAY, AND WHEN IT TOOK PLACE HOOKER

WAS PUT IN COMMAND. BUT EARLY IN THE DAY OF THE BATTLE, SUMNER'S

CORPS WAS SENT TO REINFORCE THE RIGHT. THE SAME IDEA SEEMED

UPPERMOST IN SUMNER'S MIND TO SMASH THE ENEMY, WITHOUT PROPER

PREPARATION OR ARRANGEMENT OF HIS CORPS,- A GREAT GAP EXISTED

BETWEEN SEDGWI CK^FRENC H' S DIVISION. I WAS RIDING WITH GENERAL^

SUMNER AND SEDGWICK WITH THE FIRST BRIGADE OF THE L A T TE R5 C OMM A N D

,

AND AS WE' WERE CLOSE TO THE DUNKEi^ CHURCH, THE ENEMY IN THE WOODS

IMMEDIATELY IN OUR FRONT, GENERAL SUMNER SAID TO GENERAL SEDGWICK

'•GENERAL WHERE ARE YOUR OTHER TWO LINES''- ''JUST BEHIND,'*

REPLIED SEDGWICK ''YOU DON'T WANT THEM UP HERE?'* '* YES BRING

THEM CLOSE UP TO T HfJ L I N E I
, '

* AND SO I WAS SENT FOR THEM AND

THEY WERE PUT IN A POSITION WHERE THEY WERE OF NO USE AND WHERE

THE SLAUGHTER WAS TERRIBLE. RARLLY DURING THE WAR IN MY

JUDGMENT, HAS AN EXPERIENCED OFFICER SO BUNGLED AS SUMNER DlD HEFs'E.

ONE COULD NOT HELP ADMIRING THE GALLANT, STUPID OLD SOLDIER,- FOR
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NO ONE EVER LOOKED MORE HEROIC THAN DID HE AT THE HEAD OF HIb

TROOPS IN THE HEAT OF BATTLE. HIS PRESENCE AND BEARING WITH

TROOPS, E-U-L-g-O YOUR IDEAL OF A PERFECT SOLDIER.

AFTER THE BURNSI-CE FG ED I C KS BD RG , FAILURE; I REhEMBER HIS

SPLENDID APPEARANCE AS HE REVIEWED HIS TROOPS , AND AS HE CAf^^E To

AN UN'USUAL TiHING AT A LARGE PARpp^

THE 2 0TH MASSACHUSETTS, HE HALTED AND SPOKE,- ''ALL HONOR To THE

BRAVE REG|h4ENT, THE FIRST TO CROSS THE RIVER, AND I HOPE MY

LADS THE NEXT TIME THAT SUCCESS WILL REWARD YOU.'' EMERY ONE

WITHIN SOUND OF HIS VOICE MUST HAVE FELT A GRAND THRILL.

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DO JUSTICE OR CONVEY AN ADEQUATE

t/VlPRESSION OF A CHARACTER LIKE GENERAL SEDGWICK'S. PEOPLE REC-

OGNIZED HIS SIMPLICITY, GENIALITY AND KINDNESS OF HEART. I Do

NOT CLAI^i THAT HE WAS THE GREATEST OF C OfviM AN D E R S . HE THOUGHT THAT

HIS LIMIT WAS REACHED IN THE COMMAND OF A CORPS,- AND SO DECLINED

AFTER
OFFERS OF ADVANCEMENT.*. C H A N C E L LO R S V | L LE ' M R SMALLEY CAME TO HIM,

AS FROM THE PRESIDENT^ ASKING IF HE WOULD ACCEPT COMMAND OF THE

ARMY OF THE POTOMAC. HE FIRMLY SAID NO, AND WHEN ASKED WHOM HE

WOULD RECOMMEND TO COMMAND, AFTER ONE OR TWO SUGGESTIONS, WHICH

WERE PRONOUN'^ED I M PR AC T
i A B LE , H E NAMED MEADE. SUCH DIFIDENCE

A N Y

IN ASSUM I NG^OSI T I ONS OFFERED WAS RARE DURING THE WAR. HE WAS A

MOST EXCELLENT .C R PS C OMM A N DE R , - STUDIOUS OF EVERY DETAIL

I NEVER KNEW A COMMANDER WHO SO STUDIED, ANALYZED AND REMEMBERED

THE MORN i i.G^iREPORTS. HE WOULD ADDRESS A COLONEL FREQUENTLY ON THE

MARCH CALLING ATTENTION TC THE NUMBER OF MEN REPORTED ON EXTRA

DUTY , AND SO NOT AVAILABLE FOR COMBAT. HE WAS ALWAYS OUT ON •

THE LINE OF MARCH AT THE HOUR DESIGNATED FOR STARTING. HE

WATCHED THE MARCH ALL THE DAY AND SAW THE REGIMENTS GO INTO CAMP

AT NIGHT. THE DEVOTION OF THE TROOPS TO HIM WAS VERY GREAT,

AND I CAN RECALL WITH DELIGHT THE WIlD CHEERS WHICH WENT UP TO

THEY
H I ;v1 FROM THE SPLENDID VE RMON T BR I G ADE W HEN. RET U R NE D TO HIM AFTER

DETACHED SERVICE OF A DAY, IN WHICH THEY HAD SUSTAINED TERRIBLE
riAlJ

LOSSES. THESE SOLDIERS ACTED AS IF THEY, COME HOME OUT OF THE
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STORlvi TO A LOVING AND CAREFUL FATHER. SOME OF YOU IviAY REM EM BE

THE WONDERFUL MARCH HE MADE TO GETTYSBLIRG WITH HIS CORPS, MARCHING

ALL NIGHT 32 TO 37 MILES, - THE FIRST MASSACHUSETTS CAVALRY

UNDER COLONEL GREELY CURTIS BRINGING UP THE REAR, AND REPORTING

NOT A strgj«;gler. THIS GOOD WORK WAS DUE IN THE GREATEST

DEGREE TO THE GENERAL'S PEKSGJnAL INFLUENCE,
\,

V
TWO CIRCUMSTANCES AT GETTYSBURG DESERVE MENTION.

ONE IMMEDIATELY AFTER ARRIVAL ON THE FIELD AFTER OUR LONG MARCH j

ACCOMPANIED GENERAL SEDGWICK TO GENERAL MEADS' S HEADQUARTERS,

THE SMALL FARM-HOUSE WHERE WE WERE SOON TREATED TO A SEVERE SHELL-

ING AND HEARD THE HEAVY FIRING, UNEXPECTED TO MEADE, ON SICKLE'^S^

FRONT. WE WERE ORDERED TO THE LATTER' S SUPPORT, AND ON THE WAY

GENERAL SEDGWICK TURNED TO ME AND SAID THAT HE FELT VERY ANXIOSS*

IT WAS SO UNLIKE HIM THAT I EXPRESSED SURPRISE, SAYING THE

CORPS SEEMS IN VERY GOOD CONDITION. HE REPLIED, ''OH, IT IS NOT

FOR NOW THAT I, FEAR, BUT FOR TONIGHT, BECAUSE WE HAVE TO MOVE.'*
'v

•'in WHICH DIRECTION,'' SAID li l^T THIS^f^^HE REPLIED BY

PO I NT i NG TO THE REAR. I HAVE ALWAYS SUPPOSED THAT SUCH AN

ORDER WAS GIVEN BASED ON THE THEORY THAT SICKLES HAD MADE A MOVE-

MENT WITHOUT ORDERS, WHICH SO ENDANGERED MEADE'S PGSITION THAT H£

HAD TO TAKE UP A NEW ONE, AND I KNEW THAT AN ORDER WAS DRAWN UP

DESIGNATING P^ PE CREEK AS A LINE; BUT THIS , AS I REMEMBER, WAG

NOT FAR ENOUGH TO MAKE SEDGWICK APPRENSIVE AS TO THE ABILITY OF

H I S CORPS. THAT NIGHT OR THE NEXT, WE WENT TO ARMY HEADQUARTEF6

WHERE A COUNCIL-WAR WAS HELD, AND VARIOUS QUESTIONS SUBMITTED AS

To THE COURSE TO BE PURSUED- WHETHER TO WAIT THERE OR TAKE UP A

NEW line; and in CASE WE WAITED, WHETHER TO ATTACK OR AWAIT AN

ATTACK FROM THE ENEMY.. . I KNEW AT THE TIME THE VOTING OF

EACH MEMBER. CERTAINLY IT DID NOT RESULT IN A NEW LINE, AND SO

WHATEVER CONTINGENCY MAY HAVE EFFECTED MEADE To ORDER ONE, CHANGE

OF CONDITIONS MADE HIM HOLD HIS POSITION, SO THE CHARGES OF HIS
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ENEMIES THAT HE MEDITATED AND ORDERED A RETREAT, SEEM TO ME TO

HAVE LITTLE WEIGHT. THE OTHER, ON THE DAY OF THE GREAT ATTACK,

GENERAL WARREN CAME TO OUR HEADQUARTERS DliRING THE HEAT OF THE

battle; we were not engaged - simply HOLDING A POSITION, HE

WAS COOL, BUT RECOGNIZED THE DESPERATE CONDITION OF AFFAIRS, SAYING

•
' I T LOOKS AS IF THE ENEMY MIGHT BREAK THROUGH OUR LINE, IF SO ,

YOU MUST LOOK OUT FOR YOURSELVES.'* WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN THE

EFFECT OF SUCH A SUCCESS ON THE PART OF THE ENEMY, IS AN INTEREST-

ING PROBLEM FOR MILITARY STUDENTS. COULD HE HAVE PUSHED ON AND

TAKEN BALTIMORE AND WASHINGTON? THERE WAS LITTLE OR NOTHING

IN THE WAY Cr BRAINS OR OTHER FORCE TO RESIST HIM, IN THOSE CITIES.

THE WORK MUST HAVE BEEN DONE BY THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAg IN HIS REAR-

HAD HE MOVED WITH RAPIDITY AND SECURED WASHINGTON WITH TREASURE

AND MUNITIONS OF WAR, WHICH THE GOVERNMENT COULD HARDLY HAVE

DESTROYED WHEN IT EVACUATED THE CITY, AS IT ONCE IS SAID TO HAVE

PREPARED TO DO, IT WOliLD HAVE CERTAINLY BEEN A TERRIBLE DAMAGE zr-

OUR SIDE, AND MIGHT HAVE COMPLETELY CHANGED THE ASPECT AND RESULT

OF THE WAR. THIS MUST RECALL TO US HOW CLOSE THE STRUGGLE WAS

AT GETTYSBURG, A BATTLE UPON THE RESULT OF WHICH I HAVE ALWAYS

THOUGHT THE FATE OF THE NATION DEPENDED IN THE GREATEST DEGREE,

WHEN GENERAL GRANT CAME TO THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, I

ACCOMPANIED GEN. SEDGWICK AND GEN. PRINCE TO THE ARMY HEADQUARTERS

TO CALL ON HIM. AFTER WE LEFT ON THE WAY HOME, THEY BOTH

EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT GRANT'S GOOD APPEARANCE, SO MUC/jf- IN CONTRAST

WITH JLD ARMY DAYS. PRINCE SAID, ''THE LAST TIME I SAW GRANT

WAS IN ST. LOUIS. I ^aS BREAKFASTING AT THE PLANTERS HOTEL AND I

WAS TOLD THAT A MAN WAS AT THE DOOR BELOW WAITING TO SEE ME, 1

WENT DOWN AND FOUND GRANT. WHO ASKED ME TO LEND HIM A QUARTER OF A

DOLLAR. I ASKED HIM WHY HE HADN'T COME TO THE BREAKFAST TABLE.

HE SAID, • OH, 1 AM TOO FILTHY AND WRETCHED TO BE SEEN AMONG DECENT

PEOPLE.r » II WHAT A SUBSEQUENT CAREERJ
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IN THE REORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC GEN,

MEADE PROPOSED THE FORIviATION OF THREE CORPS, WITH SEDGWICK,

HANCOCK AND WARREN IN CO^lK'iAND. MR. STANTON OBJECTED TO SEDG-

WICK ON ACCOUNT OF HIS FRIENDSHIP FOR MC^LELLAN, BUT SAID HE WOULD

GIVE HIM A BETTER COMMAND - 40,000 tflEN IN WEST VIRGINIA. GEN.

MEADE PROTESTED, SAYING THAT HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT GEN. SEDGWICK'S

POLITICS WERE ; THAT PROBABLY THEY WERE THE SAME AS HIS , NOT

AGREEING WITH THE SECRETARY MORE THAN HE(GEN. MEADEJDiD, BUT HE

WAS SURE OF HIS LOYALTY AND EFFICIENCY. THE SECRETARY SAID

IF MEADE WOULD SAY THAT HE WAS INDISPENSABLE TO THE ARMY HE MIGHT

REMAIN, OTHERWISE NOT. TO WHICH MEADE REPLIED THAT HE COULD

NOT SAY that; BUT THAT HE WAS MORE NECESSARY TO IT THAN ANY OTHER

MAN, ALL OF THIS GREATLY DISTURBED GEN. SEDGWICK. THE MATTER

WAS FINALLY SETTLED, AS THE LATTER ALWAYS THOUGHT^ BY MEAOE'S

APPEAL TO THE PRESIDENT. GEN. HALLECK TOLD ME LATER, ON THE

PACIFIC COAST, THAT HE INTERVENED AND SECURED HIS RETENTION.

BUT GEN. HALLECK WAS AT TIMES OF AN IMAGINATIVE TURN ,i S I THOUGHT

WHEN I SAT WITH HIM AND SOME MINERS AND FRONTIERMEN ONE FOURTH OF

JULY TWO OR THREE YEARS AFTER THE END OF THE WAR;AT A KUDE

BANQUET AT RUBY CITY, IDAHO. AND HE WAS TOASTED AND QUESTIONED

AS TO ''THE TIMES WHEN YOU, GE N £ R A Lj WE RE i;: ©AMP WITH THE BOYS

OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, ''AND HE TOOK AT ALL COMPLACENTLY

AS IF IT BELONGED TO HIM, AS IF HE HAD REALLY BEEN THERE AND HAD

ALMOST LOADED EVERY GUN FIRED BY OUR LONG SUFFERING ARMY.

JUST BEFORE THE ARMY MOVED ON THE WILDERNESS CAMPAIGN

HEljRY ABBOTT COMMANIDING THE 20TH MASSACHUSETTS CAME AT GENERAL

^-'

SEDGWICK'S INVITATION TO SUP WITH HIM AND ME IN OUR TENT. WE

HAD A MOST PLEASANT , CHATTY EVENING, AND THE GOOD QUALITIES OF

BOTH THOSE SPLENDID SOLDIERS SHONE TO THE BEST ADVANTAGE. AS I

WENT WITH HENRY TO HIS Ho|\SE, HE SAID, ''WHAT A DEAR OLD TRUMP THE

GENERAL IS.'' AS I RETURNED TO THE TENT, GEN. SEDGWICK SAID/
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'•he is a fine young gentleman, major ABBOTT.'' ONLY A FEW WEEKS

LATER, ATd I ""AS CONVEYING THE GENERAL'S DEAD BODY TO HIS QUIET

HOME AT nRO MW E-fc-L, CONN., WE MET THE FRIENDS OF HENRv ABBOTT,

EXERCISING THE SANiE SAD OFFICE FOR H U', . THE TWO BODIES WERE

CARRIED SIDE BY SIDE INTO THE NEW YORK STATION.

THOSE WERE BUSY AND TRYING DAYS IN THE WILDERNESS AND

-7' -

SPOTTSYLVAN I A- THE LONG LINE IN THE THICK JUNGLE OF THE FORMER,

SHELLS DROPPING IN HERE AND THERE WITHOUT REASON OR WARNING;

THE INEQUALITIES OF T H£ GROUND MAKING THE LINE VERY IRREGULAR,

AND IT WAS A LONG AND TEDIOUS WORK TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE DIFFER-

ENT DIVISIONS, AS ! WAS RIDING WITH GEN. SEDGWICK, WE CAME IN

A LITTLE WOOD PATH ACROSS ONE OF THE PICKETS WHOM I TOLD TO ADVANCE,

AS HE WAS FAR IN REAR OF THE LINE OF "HE LEFT. HE SAID ^ BUT T h!£

ENEMY IS RIGHT THERE . I RIDICULED THIS AS IMPOSSIBLE, SO HE

STARTED BY A LITTLE BEND OF THE ROAD AND WAS KILLED AT ONCE BY A

MUSKET SHOT OF THE ENEiviY. IT IS CERTAIN THAT THE SKIRMISH LINE

ON HIS LEFT WAS FAR IN ADVANCE. THIS ILLUSTRATES THE DIFFI-

CULITIES IN SO LONG A LINE . ON THE DAY OF THE BREAKING AWAY

OF OUR RIGHT IN THE WILDERNESS, GENERALS SEYMOUR AND SHALER HAD

BEEN SITTING TALKING WITH GENERAL SEDGWICK. AS SEYMOUR MOUNT-

ED HIS HORSE, HE SAID, ''WELL GENERAL, WE HAVE REPULSED TWO ATTACKS

TOBAY, BUT :>^ Y MEN ARE PRETTY SHAKY(|T WAS A POOR DIV. ^aND I SHOULD

BE VERY FEARFUL II-. CASE OF ANOTHER ATTACK. ''JLiST AS HE SAID THESE

WORDS - BANG, BANG, -THE ATTACK CAME, AND THE D I V. I S I N AT

ONCE MELTED INTO THIN AIR. ALL NIGHT WAS PASSED IN MAKING A

NEW LINE, 0^ FINDING AND PLACING THE TROOPS. THE RIGHT WAS

RETIRED AND RIFLE PITS WERE BEING DUG. A VERY WARM

MORNING AND THE NEGRO TROOPS, WHO HAD NOT BEEN ENGAGED OR WORKING,

PASSED THROUGH OUR LINES, LOADED WITH KNAPSACKS, AC, THEY PUFFED

AND SWEATED. ONE OF THE WORKING VERNONTERS OBSERVING TWO VERY

BLACK AND WARM AFRICANS, DREW HIMSELF UP, SALUTED THEM, BY TAKING

OFF HIS HAT AND SAID, ''GOOD MORNING, GENTLEMEN, YOU MUST FIND THIS





SORT OF WORK VERY FATIGUING.'^ NO.
1

I .

WE HAD A SHARP LITTLE FIGHT THE FIRST OAY AT 3P0 TTG Y L VAN I A

AND CARRIED A CREST WHICH GEN. SEuGWiCK DEEMED MOST U.PORTANT TO BE

HELD AND INSTRUCTED GEN. NEILL TO KEEP IT AT ALL HAZARDS; THAT HE

WOULD SEND HIM INTRENCHING TOOLS, ETC. THIS WAS JUST AT ^USK.

GEN. SEDGWICK AND I THEN RODE TO GEN. MEADE'S HEADQUARTERS, AND

DID NOT GET BACK TO THE CORPS HEADQUARTERS UNTIL MIDNIGHT. WE

SLEPT BY A HAYSTACK UNTIL DAYLIGHT^ WHEN GEN. SEDGWICK WAS INFORMED

TtiAT THE POSITION HAD BEEN ABANDONED. INQUIRY DEVELOPED AN UNSATK

FACTORY CONDITION OF Tfl'l NGS - THE FACT BEING THAT GEN. NEILL. WHO HAD

BEEN AN EXCELLENT BRIGADE. C Oi..iv,ANDER, HAD ENTIRELY LOST HIS NERVE^

AND FROM THIS TIME ON WAS NOT GOOD FOR COMMAND. A WRECK FROM

NO FAULT OF HIS, SIMPLY )\. TENSION TOO GREAT FOR H I fv; TC BEAR.

GEN. SEDGWICK, AS WAS HIS CUSTOM, IMMEDIATELY WENT TO THE POINT OF

IMPORTANCE ANJ THERE FOR A LONG TIME SUPERVISED THE uiGGING OF RIFLE

PITS AND ENTRENCHMENTS. SEEING SOME TROOPS MO\/ING BY THE ANGLE OF

OUR POSITION, HE SENT ME TC SEE WHOSE THEY WERE. 1 APPROACHED HIM

TO HA\/E THE MESSAGE REPEATED. HE THINKING THAT I WAG GOING FOR MY

HORSE SAID, "OH, I WOULDN'T RIDE OUT THERE. ** AS I RETURNED FO RE-

PORT, I MET HIM OtJ THE WAY OUT. WHEN WE REACHED THE ANGLE, HE BADE

THE OFFICER COMMANDING THE INFANTRY SUPPORT MOVE HIS TROOPS TO THE

RIGHT A LITTLE TO GIVE THE GUNNERS AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE THEIR

GUNS. A RIFLE BALL WHIZZED BY US. A SOLDIER IN FRONT OF THE GEN-

ERAL DUCKED HIS HEAD. THE GENERAL SAID, "OH, DON'T DUCK, MY MAN,

THEY COULDN'T HIT AN ELEPHANT AT THAT DISTANCE." THE MAN SAID, I

DUCKED ONCE, GENERAL, AND IT SAVEU MY LIFE," AT WHICH WE LAUGHED.

ANOTHER BULLET AND ANOTHER DUCK, AT WHICH THE GENERAL REPROVED THE

MAN DISCOVERING THAT HE WAS A SERGEANT. THE THIRD BULLET KILLED

OUR COiviMANDER, ONE OF THE TRUEST AND VJHITEST SOULS EVER KNOWI'j TC ANY

ARMY.

WHY HAVE THE oUPPLY ANu MEDICAL D EP ARTiv, EN TS BEEN SO NEG-

LECTEl! in the many HISTORIES OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC? 1 DOUBT IF

EQUAL EXCE.LENCE OR APPROACH TO IT HAG BEEN FOUi.u IN ANY ARMY. THE
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ADMIRABLE CLOTHING PROMPTLY FURNISHED, THE QUALITy^OF FOOD; THE
A

SUPPLIES ALWAYS READY, WHATEVER CHANGE OF BaSE^^THE ARMY MAY HAVE

MADE , REFLECT THE GREATEST CREDIT^ WHICH I DO NOT THINK HAS SEEN

SUFFICIENTLY A C C Q R BE D;, rO" T HE' TWo MCDIC-A-L AND SUBSISt/nCE DEPART-

MENTS. THE CONDUCT OF iHE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT , ESTABLISHMENT

OF riELD AND PER?/.ANENT HOSPITALS, CARE OF THE SICK AMD WOUNDED,

WERE SIMPLY MARVELOUS. A FEW YEARS AGO DO C TO R . .au&NE A

U

DE MUSSY, THE INTIMATE OF THE COMTE DE PARIS AND'HH-S FAMILY, WHO

HAD LATELY RECEIVED MEDICAL RECORDS OF OUR ARMY IN THE WAR,. EX-

PRESSED TO ME IN PARIS HIS VERY GREAT ADMIRATION OF THE WORK OF

OUR SURGEONS, AND SAID THAT NOTHING LIKE IT HAD BEEN KNOWN IN

ANY WAR,

I NOW APPROACH THE DISAGREEABLE PART OF MY WORK; TO

SPEAK OF THE INFLUENCE OF DRINK UPON MANY OF THE PROMINENT

OFFICERS OF OUR ARMY, AND HOW OFTEN OUR SUCCESS WAS JEOPARDIZED

BY OFFICERS CHARGED WITH IMPORTANT DUTIES BEING UNFITTED BY

EXCESSES TO DO THE WORK, PERHAPS I HAD MANY UNPLEASANT

EXPERIENCES AND CONNECTIONS WITH SUCH MEN OF HIGH RANK, IT IS

STRANGE HOW LITTLE WAS KNOWN IN AND OUT OF THE ARMY THEN OR NOW OF

THESE FAULTS AND THE DANGERS CREATED BY THEIR CONDUCT. THE

LIST IS A LONG ONE. HALLECK, BENHAM, ' EUSTIS, WARREN, HOOKER

'etfrnTSHT" '^ MANY OTHERS. - ALL SUFFERED AND MADE OUR CAUSE SUFFER

BY THEIR OVEK INDULGENCE IN TIMES OF ACTION AND WHEN THEIR RE5P0N-

MANY OF HALLECKS BLUNDERS , VACILLATIONS I B I L 1 TY WAS GREAT.

CAN BE ASCRIBED TO THIS.

J'^\L^xVv>y^i^>-V^^_^. _ WAS A PAINFUL INSTANCE OF IT.

n^

UNLIKE THE

OTHERS, HE WAS DEFICIENT IN PHYSICAL COURAGE, AND NEEDED STIMULANT.

IN THE PLAN OF THE C H A N CE LL R S V I L LE CAMPAIGN, SEDGWICK WAS TO TAKE

^ 'J

HIS CORPS, REYNOLDS AND SICKLES AND CROSS THE RAPPAHANNOCK BY

PONTOONS, THE LAYING OF THE BRIDGES TO BE DONE BY ['' -/-"-^ J-^-jh,

AT THE MEETING BEFORE THE MOVE OF THESE OFFICERS - SEDGWICK,
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REYNOLDS, SICKLES AND BEMH/VM- - - THeVaST PROPOSED THAT THE BOATS 6C

&C SHOULD BE CARRIED BY HAND A DISTANCE OF SOME MILES TO THE R|VER

SO THAT THE ENEMY SHOULD NOT HEAR THE NOISE OF THEIR MOVClviENT, AND

DIVINE OUR INTENTIONS. THIS WAS OVERRULED BY THE CORPS

COiviMAMDERS UNANIMOUSLY, WHO REGARDED IT AS ABSURD. SO WE

REACHED THE RIVER BANK IN THE USUAL METHOD OF CARRIAGE AND AWAIT-

ED ALL THE EVENING THE LAYING OF THE BRIDGES, THAT THE CROSSING

MIGHT BE MADE AT DAYLIGHT. 1 WAS AWAKENED AT MIDNIGHT BY

HEARING MY YOUNG FRIEND STEPHEN M. WELD, IN MUCH AGITATION

SAYING TO GEN. SEDGWICK I WISH THAT YOU WOULD COME OR SEND TQ

THE RIVER. SOMETHING IS WRONG WITH GEN. BENHAM. I THINK

HE MUST BE DRUNK. HE IS QUARRELLING AND NO WORK IS BE|NG DONE.

I WAS SENT TO INTERVIEW GEN. BENHAM WHOM I FOUND LYING ON THE

GROUND, HIS FACE BADLY SCRATCblED. TO HIM I COMMUNICATED GEN,
A

SEDGWICK'S HOPE THAT THE BRIDGE WOULD BE LAID WITHOUT DELAY.

HE REPLIED IN A MAUDLIN WAY GEN. HRO'J/f'.S'RREFUSES TO OBEY A4>1-Y>0RD£(

GEN. RUSSELL REFUSES TO OBEY MY ORDERS. GEN. SEDGWICK HAD

BETTER COME DOWN HERE AND SEE THE CONDITION OF THINGS. I ASKED

HIM TO GO WITH ME TO SEE THOSE OFFICERS, WHO I THOUGHT WOULD GIVE

HIM ALL PROPER AID IN HIS WORK, WE WENT TO THE R|VER AND

THERE IN THE HEARING AND SIGHT OF MANY MEN, HE CLUTCHED MY ARM

SHOUTING, ''CAPTAIN WHITTIER, CAPTAIN WHITTIER, LOOK AT ALL THESE

MEN ON THE RIVER BANK, THE ENEMY WILL CERTAINLY FIRE ON US. DE,«

ME, DEAR ME, WHAT SHALL 1 DO?'' INEXCUSABLE DELAY FOLLOWED,

AND INSTEAD OF THE BRIDGES ALL BEING THROWN AT NiGHT, AS WAS EASY^

IT WAS NECESSARY FOR GEN. WADSWORTH TO i_EAD A PARTY IN BOATS IN

THE EARLY MORNiNG AND EFFECT AloDGMENT. AT. THE SAME TI.ME

LIEUT, r, ACKENZIE OF THE ENGINEERS JUST GRADUATED, ONE OF OUR BEST
A.

OFFICERS - AFTERWARDS A B R I G AD I E R -GE N ER A L IN THE REGULAR ARMY-

HAD SHARP WORDS WITH THE SAME GENERAL, FOR WHOM HE EVER AFTERWARDS

EXPRESSED THE GREATEST CONTEMPT.
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GENERAL EUSTIS WAS KNOWN TO BE A HARD DRINKER IN CAMP,

COL. EDWARDS OF THE 37TH MASSACHUSETTS REGIMENT IN HIS BRIGADE

CASi/iE TO ME AT OUR HEADQUARTERS AND SAID THAT THE BRIGADI-eR-

COMMANDER'S HABITS WERE SO NOTORIOUS AS TO IfciPAIR THE EFFICIENCY

OF THE BRIGADE FOR SERVICE; THAT THE COLONELS HAD MET AND

DELIBERATED ON PE T I T I N 1 NG^E I F H ER THE BREAKING UP OF THE BRIGADE

OR THE ASSIGNMENT OF A NEW COMMANDER. DOUBTING WHETHER GENERAL

SEDGWICK WOULD VIEW THIS AS PROPER IN A MILITARY SENSE , THEY HAD

DECIDED TO CONSULT ME, AS FROM MASSACHUSETTS, KNOWING GEN. EUSTIS

AND ALSO WHAT GEN. SEDGWICK'S VIEWS WOULD BE IN SUCH A MATTER.

I ASKED THEM TO DELAY ACTION AND AT ONCE WROTE TO P R F . StTTFreTVy '

AT CAMBRIDGE SUGGESTING THAT HE BRING THE INFLUENCE OF DOCTOR AND

PROF. WYViAN AND EUSTIS'S OTHER FRIENDS TO AVERT THE DISGRACE

SURE TO COME IF THIS COURSE OF LIFE WERE CONTINUED. PR(R F . jH I,: N E A U

UNFORTUNATELY WENT TO MRS. EUSTIS WITH THE STORY. SHE CAME

TO WASHINGTON AND SENT FOR THE GENERAL WHO OF COURSE WAS AT HIS

BEST, AND TOLD HIM THE STORY. EUSTIS RETURNED TO THE ARMY

AND AT ONCE COMPLAINED TO GENERAL SEDGWICK THAT SOME OFFICER OF

HIS STAFF HAD M A L I GNE D . H l,M . GEN. SEDGWICK SAID THAT HE HAD

BUT TWO OFFICERS FROM MASSACHUSETTS ON HIS STAFF, ONE A MEDICAL

OFFICER - CREHORE- THE QthER WHITTIER. IT WAS fc^iWy-T LIKELY TO

BE THE LATTER. SO ALWAYS THEREAFTER OUR RELATIONS WERE

STRAINED . I FELT LIKE PAUL PRY.

//

«'/
I WILL NEVER DO A GOOD

NATUKED ACTION AGAIN, BUT WHEN LATER, AS WE WERE RETURNING FROM

GORDONSV I LLE , GEN. SEDGWICK BEING IN COMMAND OF A CAVALRY FORCE,
EARLY IN THE MORNING

AND THE 6TH CORPS, AS WE SAW GEN. EUSTIS REELING ON HIS HORSE^^

GEN. SEDGWICK DECLARED THAT HE MUST NEVER AGAIN BE INTriUSTED WITH

COMMAND OF IMPORTANCE. AT COLD HARBOR IN THE GRANT CAMPAIGN.

GEN. EUSTIS WAS ABSENT THREE DAYS OF THE ENGAGEMENT AND SKIRMISHES

THERE, AND I WROTE HIM IN THE C R Psic OMM A N DE R ' S NAME SAYING I AM

DIRECTED BY THE LIEUT. GEN. TO PREFER CHARGES AGAINST YOU FOR

YOUR CONDUCT AT COLD HARBOR. THIS I AM UNWILLING TO DO, BUT CAN
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ONLY AVOID IT BY RECEIVING YOUH IMf.iEDIATE REGIGNATICN, TO vVUiCH

EuGTIo REPLIED THANKING MlM FOR HIG KINUNEGS, GAYING TM AT ME UAD THAT

DAY FORWARDED HIG REGdGNATlON TO THE AD JUTANT- GEN ERAL AND HOPED TO

RESUME HI G DUTIEG AT CAIviBRIDGE.

1 HAVE NOT TIME TO TALK OF WARREN AND HOOKER. OFFICERG OF

THEIR COiviMANDG HAVE TOLD IvlE iv.ANY GTBRIEG OF EACH. TO WRIGHT AND

THE GHENANDOAH CAiViPAIGN UNDER oHERIDAN AN EVENING COULD BE WELL DE-

VOTED. WRIGHT HAD THE APPEARANCE AND TtJE REPUTATION OF BEING A WELL

MANNERED, TEMPERATE MAN -B-V-MO MEANG DEFICIENT IN PUYGICAL COURAGE,

BUT WHEN REGPONGIB I LI TEG CAME ON HIM ilE TOOK TO Dri 1 NE, AND ON TWO OF

THE MOGT IMPORTANT OCCAGIONG HE WAG MUCH JWc. WORGE FOR IT Ai,D AT BOTH

TIMES IT NEEDED A GHERIDAN TO BRING GUCCEG3 OUT OF AT LEAGT IMACTION

POGGIELY DIGA3TER. I GHOULD NOT GO WILLINGLY GO INTO THEGE MATTER!^

EVEN FOR THE GAKE OF THE TRUTH OF HIGTORY, EXCEPT GO FAR AG IT MAY

JUjTIFY GEN. SHERID^, WHO WAG AT THE TIME AuD HAG GINCE BEEN CEN3URH)

FOR UGURPING A CREDIT PROPERLY BELONGING TO WRIGHT. W'L WAG

CRITICIZED FOR TELEGRAMS SAYING, " I GENT THE ENEMY WHIRLING UP THE

VALLEY." J_ TOOK THE MATTER IN HAND^' 5cC.

THE GERIEG OF ENGAGEMENTG REGULTING IN THE PRACTICAL

ANNIHILATION OF EARLgl'/ G FORCE IG A GTRANGE MEDLEY OF fWHICH THE PER-

OV^ 01 y^^^M'i/fl^ FAILURE
GOi^AL ^©Sjtea. POWER (M?--j:i.Utu»-47t»'e+e OF GEN. SJ-IERIDA-N, A N-D THE,, OF THE

A
ENEMY TO IMPROVE HIG OPPOR TU N I T I EG WERE COMPONENTG. THE GIXTH CORPG

ARRIVED AT WASHINGTON SOME LITTLE TIME AFTER THE ENEMY UNDER EARLtY

;aND BRECKEn|ri DGE HAD PLACED THEMGELVEG IN FRONT OF AND CLOGE TO OUR

FORTIFICATIONS ON THE MARYLAND GIDE OF THE RIVER. IN FACT WHEN

WRIGHT AND MYGELF RODE OUT THAT MORNING AT THE GOUND OF THE HEAVY

GUNS, THE CORPG HAD NOT YET DISEMBARKED. IT WOULD HAVE BEEN AN EAST

MATTER FOR THE ENEMY TO MARCH INTO THE CITY, GO MUCH GEN. MC COOK

IN COMMAND OF OUR TROOPS ADMITTED TO GEN. WRIGHT, WHEN WE MET HIM aT

FT. GTEVENS.

WITHIN A SHORT TIME, GREATLY TO OUR RELIEF, OUR LEADING
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BRIGADE MADE I TG APPEARANCE. THEH THE OPPORTUMTY WAG LOGT. IT VVA5

ON THE NEXT DAY, I THINK, THAT A G..ARP LITTLE BATTLE OCCURRED, WIT-

NEGGED BY PREGIDENT LINCOLN AND GOME OF HI3 CABINET. THE LOGoEG

WERE CONGIDERAELE FOR Fii E NUMBER OF TROOPG ENGAGED. A GTRANGE G I Cffl

GIGHT - GEN. V\/RIGHT MOVING UP AND DOWN ON THE PARAPET , GIVING ORJERG

IN A LOUD VOICE - THE PREGIDENT AND OTHERG IN THE FORT PEEPING OVER

THE PARAPETS; THEIR HIGH G I LK HATG BEING AN UNUGUAL GPECTACLE IN

BATTLE.

THE PURGUIT THROUGH MARYLAND TO POOLEGVILLE V'^AG NOT EGPEC-

lALLY VIGOROUS. A LITTLE FIGHT AT GNICKERG GAP, WHERE WE FROM A

HIGH HILL GAW THE ENEMY AND ONE HUNDRED OAYG' MEN G I MUL TAN EOU GL

Y

RUNNING AWAY FROM EACH OTHER. THEN CAME THE GHENANDOAH VALLEY, AND

GHERIDAN, THAT MARVELLOUS FIELU COMMANDER, TO WHOM IN MY JUDGMENT

NOT HALF CREDIT ENOUGH HAG BEEN AWARDED FOR HIG GREAT WORK, WHICH WAS

GO Effective in ending the war. what an eye for pogition he had.

WHAT AN ARM TO G TR I K E AT THE RIGHT MOMENT AND IN THE RIGHT PLACE. A

GENIUS LOCI GUARDED HIM. WE MAY PARAPHRASE TH I G INTO, HE HAD A

very GENIUG FOR POGITION. AFTER MARCHING AND COUNTERMARCHING AMONG

THE DEFILES AND ITHAPG OF THE VALLEY, AND MAKING UP HIG MIND THAT THE

TIME FOR A GTRIKE AT THE ENEMY HAD COME, HE CONFERRED WITH GRANT AND

WITHOUT P©¥{*Hfeft- DELAY CAME THE BATTLE OF THE OPEQUAN (WINCHESTER) - A

WELL PLANNED BATTLE. THE DEATH, EARLY^ 1^ THE MORNING, OF GEN. D. A.

RUGSELL, AN OLD COMRADE OF GEN. G-aifiSIFe* ' A N D ONE OF OUR BEGT COM-

MANDERS, WAG A GREAT GHOCK TO GEN. 0: :_ li--.^ BUT, IT

SEEMED TO ME AG I ANNOUNCED IT TO HIM THAT. TO THE GRIEF GUCCEEDED

AN IMPETUOGITY AN-D ENERGY WHICH GOON GENT HIM AT T flE HEAD OF HIS

TROOPS AGAINGT THE ENEMY, WHO GTUBBORNLY REGIGTED. IT WAG A S AD

CIRCUMSTANCE THAT ON THIS DAY GEN. WRIGHT WAG GO OVERCOME BY DRINK

THAT HE DID NOT COMMAND HIG CORPG AG HE GHOULU HAVE. SHERIDAN .1AVI^G

BEEN IN THE FRONT LINE AND SEEING GEN. EMERY UPTON WOUNDED AND LEARN-

ING FROM HIM THE ABSENCE OF ANY OF OuR ARTILLERY AT THIS POINT, CAME
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IK HA8TE BACK TO WRIGHT ANu Ol^DaRED THE CHIEF OF' ARTILLERY TO AT

ONCE SEND GUNS TO THE ADVANCED PLACE, WtlERE THE EhEkY'G CUNG WERE

KILLING OUR MEN. TH I o WAG THE FIRGT liviGTANCE TO MY KNOWLEDGE IN

TH£ ARMY OF THE POTOMAC WHERE GEN. WRIGHT WAS SEEN IN TIME OF ACTION

UND£R The influcNCE of liquor. after that, with the INCREAGING

EXCITEMENT OR POGGIb^-E CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY. GHERIDAN WON A

PRETTY BATTLE AT WINCHEGTER AND PURGUED THE ENEMY IN HIG OWN GOOD

FAGHION, UNTIL THEY- MADE A GTAmD AT FIGHER'G HILL. HERE-HE ALGO

MADE A GOOD PLAI>. OF ATTACK, GElJDlNG ONE CORPG TO THE RIGHT BY A LONG

DETOUR. IT WAG MY GOOD FQRTUNE TO BE GITTING WITH HIM BY THE GUNG CF

TWO BATTZRIEG ON HEIGHTG OPPOGII-^G THOGE OF THE ENEMY, AG THE INFANTRY

CHARGED UP THE HILL ATTACKING THE EARTHWORKG WHERE THE ENEMY WAG

SITUATED. AT TOE GAME TIME THE TWO BATTERIEG OPENED FIRE AND DID

EXCELLENT WORK. THE ENQ^Y RETREATED GPREADING OUT L^KE A FAN.

GHERIDAN l^GREAT EXCITEMENT GA I D, "BY GOD, I CAN'T GTAnD THIG,"

SPUR?<ED HIG HORGE AND DOWN THE RAVilJE HE DASHED, FOLLO»/£D BY HIG

ORDERLY. ^HE ACTED AG A NOVEL I GT DEGCRIBEG "GOOD GOLDIERG, WHO

HAVE WON T.iEIR GRADES, ARE OFTEN OF A PEACEFUL TEMPER AND WOULD NOT

RAIGE AN INVOCATION TO WAR. THE VTEW OF THE (RETREATING) ENEMY

GET HIG PUGNACIOUG FORCEG IN MOTION; THE BUGLE FILLED HIG VEINS WITH

ELECTRICAL FIRE TILL HE WAG AG A RACER ON THE RACE COURSE." YEG,

HE WAG A RACER, AND SUv.H A PURSUIT AG »\/E MADE THAT NIGHT AND THE NEXT

DAY WAS NEVER SURPASSED IN THAT ARMY. THIS WAG THE END OF OUR

CAVALRY GENERAL AVERILL, WHO WENT INTO CAMP THAT NIGHT. SHERIDAN HAD

NO FURTHER USE FOR HIM. WHEN THE ENEMY HAD BEEi; DRIVEN SO FAR AS

NO LONGER TO BE REGARDED AS A DANGER, WE MARCHED BACK DOWl- ThE VALLEY

tfTS-
'-fj '?''

AND TOOK UP OUR POST AT CEDAR CREEK. SOON GtN. SHERIDAN Wt-NT TO

WASHINGTON TO CONSULT WITH THE AUTHORITIZG TrIERE ABOUT A SYSTEM OF

FGRTIFICATIONG ANJ . D I GPOGAL OF TROOPS TO GUARD T..ECITY AND ENABLE

THE RETUR.. OF H'^ Ui r-^ Y TROOPG AG COULD BE GPARED TO GRANT. OUR
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COHPo TOOK UP THE LIU£ OF iViAHCH, ORDtlKED SACK TO PETERGBURG, Al^O 1
!

REwEMBER THAT WE WERE FQRDiNG THE RIVER WHEN GOivlE LUCKY I,.FORMATION

RECEIVED ABOUT THE ENEMY BROUGHT UG AN ORU£R TO RETURi-J TO CEDAR CREE14

WHERE WE OCCUPIED OUR OLD CAMPS. ONE EVENING WRIGHT GAID TO Li E THAT

HE, EMERY AND CROOK HAD BEEN CONFERRING ANu HAD DECIDED THAT THE

j

GTRENGTH OF THE ENEMY WAG ON OUR RIGHT AND ANY D EMO N GTRAT I ON WAG i

LIKELY TO BE THERE AuiD THAT HE HAD ORDERED THE CAVALRY TO MOVE THAT

NIGHT AND THE NEXT MORNING TO GTIR UP THE ENEMY IN THIG DIRECTION.

THE NEXT MORNING JUGT BEFORE DAWN, I WAG AWAKENED BY GHARP AND
1

I

RAPID DIGCHARGEG OF MUGKETRY ON OUR LEFT. THE ENEMY HAD MOVEOOOVER

TH£^ i\iOl!NTA I N & GOT INTO OUR R£AR>1! ORDERED TrlE Ttr^TG GTRUCK, WAGONG

LOADED UP PREr'AREJ TO MOVE, AND THEN WENT TO GEN. WRIGHT' G TENT. HU

I FOUND DREDGING. HE TOLD ME TO ACCOMPANY HIM TO GHERIDAN'G HEAD- 1

QUARTERG, WHERE HE GHOULD COMMAND THE ARMY, AND THfi^^^TrlE REGT OF THE

GTAFF GHOULD GO TO RICKETTS - WHO WOULD COMMAND THE G I XTH CORPS.

AG GOON AS WE REACHED THE HEADQUARTERS^ WRIGHT GENT ME BACK TO

ORDER THE CORPS UP TO THE PIKE. GOME 15 MINUTEG LATER, WHEN I RE- !

}
Oi(/Wifil HIM, I FOUND THAT HE HAD BEEN GLIGHTLY WOUNDED I H THE CHIN,

AND Ti'lAT HE HAD BEEij DRINKING 30 MUCH AS TO SEEM I .

'

i GLY- AFI-'ECT HIM,^Z5V^_-

NO ONE HAD HAD AliYTHlNG TO EAT THAT DAY. WRIGHT REP EAT EDL Y - G A I D TO

ME IN RATHER A MAUDLIN WAY , *0H, MAJOR, WE'LL WHIP THEM YET," BUT

WHEN GHERIDAN CAME TO THE GCENE, WE FOUND WRIGHT ON THE GROUND

» itl NK I N-€U-£:va''J HIMGELF, ENTIRELY UNFITTED TO COMMAND. HE GLEPT i^^^

PARTICIPATED I ij THE GUBGEQUENT ADVANCE, &W-T NOT WITH GREAT GPIRlT.

TO THE CAVALRY BELONGED THE CREDIT OF THE RECAPTURE OF THE GUNS WE

HAD LOST IN THE MORNING AND THE CAPTURE OF MANY GUNG AiiD PRIGOIjERS

FROM THE ENEMY.

THE CONuUCT OF GEN. G.W. GETTvl^T G ETT Y GBU RG ' COMM AN D I N G A

JIVIGION OF THE GIXTH CORPG ON THAT DAY DESERVED TwE ETERNAL GRATITUDE

OF THE COUNTRY. WITHOUT HIM AND HIS DIVISION, WHICH 1 BELIEVE WAS

THE ONLY ONE KEPT INTACT AND SERVICEABLE ALL THE DAY, OUR. DISASTER

WOULj have been a MOGT SERIOUG ONE AND I DOUBT IF THE TIDE WOULD HAVE
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TU.KNED AND GUCCEGG BEEN GAINED. EVEN WlT.i THIG, UNDEK Tl-IE EXIGTING

CONulTIGN OF THINGS, PROBABLY NO ATTACK WOULD HAVE BEEN MADE IF

SHERIDAN HAD NOT COME TO COMMAND. WHAT AN OPPOirrUNITY TilE ENEMY

LOGT BY NOT PURGUING HIG ADVANTAGE. HAD GHEai.DAN BEEN IN COMMAND ON

THE OTHEU GIDE HE WOULD HAVE 3 TRUCK AG HE DID AFTER FloHER'o HILL

AND IN HIG WOND-RFUL PURGUIT OF LEE WHICH ENDED THE WAR.

GEN, HUMPHR£^,/ HAD THE GAME QUALITIEG IN BATTLE AG GHERIDAM-

IMPETUOGITY, DAGH, A GREAT EYE FOR POGITION. HIG GCIENTIFIC KNOWL-

EDGE IN ADDITION FITTEu HIM FOR A MUCH HIGHER CO.'.iMAND THAN HE OBTAINS}

DURING THE WAR. /^(S. ' TWAG A PRETTY GIGHT AFTizlR FIVE FORKG TO

GEE THE IMMEDIATE DIVI,-.ING BY GHERIDAN OF LEE'G MOVtMENTG AfJD PUR-

P03E3, AND THE RAPID PUBGUIT HE MADE IN WHICH HE WAG GO WELL GUP-

PORTED BY HUK'.PHREY^, GEN. MEADE IN ALL THEGE LAGT DAYS WAG \/ ERY ILL

AND DID NOT CONTRIBUTE MUCH BY HIG PERSONAL ACTION TO TriE REGULT. JQ

SOON AS GHERIDAN HAD BROKEN THE LI.jE OF THE ENEMY, i^E ^TAHTEj IN

PURGUIT AND HUBPHREYf)RDERED ALL HIG CORPG TO FOLLOW. GOON BY ORDERS

FROM MEADE HAI^CQ-CK Vi/AG DIRECTED TO -BRING HIG CORPG INTO PETERGBURG,

WHERE I'-'iEAD^, AND G?- '. WERE, FOR WHAT PURPOGE I COULD NEVER

UNDERGTAND.
.
M I L EG HAD GONE TOO FAR TO BE DIGTURBED. GOON WE

ALL FOLLOWED AND THEN THE LONELY RACE BEGAN. WHICr-l CULMINATED IN

OUR TRIUMPH AND THE Ei\D OF THE WAR.

WITH THE GECOND OF THE FLAGG OF TRUCE SENT OUT BY GEN.

GRANT IN THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR GURREuDER I ACCOMP AN l];ED GEN. S...TH

WILLIAMS, EACH OF UG HAVING AN ORD-RLY. AG WE REACHED A WOODED

COUNTRY, THOUUtl o//u R FLAG GEEmED TO BE PROMINENT, TriE ENEMY FIRED AND

SHOT ONE OF THE ORDERLIEG BEHII-JD US. THE LETTER WAG DELIVERED AND

AT TriE SAME TIME NOTICE WAG GIVEN THAT THERE WOULD BE NO INTERRUPTIONS

OF MILITARY MOVEMENTS. ABOUT NOON A FLAG APPEARED ON TilE ENEMY'S

LINE. WE HAD BEEN FOLLOWING THEM ALL THE MORNING AND 1 WAG SENT TO

MEET FITZ HUGH LEER'S OFFICER, WHO MADE THE ENQUIRY WHETHER ALL OPERA-
CONFFRr I ni-

TIONG WERE TO CEASE PENDING TH I .
_,

I WAG ABLE TO ANG.VER TH I G
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QUEGTlOu IN THE NEGATIVE. THAT NIGHT I WAG THE BEAKER OF A MEoGAGE

FKOivl THE ENEMY TO GEN. GKANT'G HEADQUARTERS, WHICH WERE A LONG DI3-

TANCE FROM OUR HALTING PLACE AT E^/ENING, AND I RETURNED FROM GRANT

AND HI G HEADQUARTERS, LEAVING AT MIDNIGHT; AND NOT REACHING THE CORPS

WHICH HAD M0>/ED ON UNTIL SOME HOURS LATER. I T.HREW MYSELF ON ThE

GROUND Ai.D HAD SLEPT FOR A SHORT TIME WHEN I WAS AWAKENED BY GEN.

HUMPHREY,! WITH Ah APOLOGY FOR ASKING ME TO GO OUT AGAIN AFTER GO HARD

AND LONG A JOURNEY. BUT I WAS ONLY TOO GLAD OF THE. OPPORTUNITY,

AND SO I STARTED WIT, I MY FLAG AND ORDERLY. IT WAS A BEAUT'IFUL

MORNING AND AFT£R A LONG RIDE TriROUGii THE WOODS MET GEN. LEE'S

CHIEF OF COfv'M I SARR r&s/ WHO SAID HE WOULD TAKE MY MESGAGE FOR GEN.

LEE. I DECLINED GIVING IT TO ANY BUT A COMM I SS 1 NED OFFICER.

WE RODE ON TOGETHER AliD SOON MET COL. MARSHALL OF GEN. LEE'S STAFF,

AND WE KEPT ON CHATTING UNTIL WE MET GEN. LEE. HE DISMOUNTED, GAT

ON TriE STUMP OF A TREE AND AFTER READII-iG THE LETTER, BEGAN DICTATING

A REPLY. THEN WE HEARD THE DISTANT ARTILLERY AT APPOMATTOX AtJD A

YOUNG OrFICER »JHO HAD LOST AN ARM, WELL DRESSED, MOUNTEu AND EQUIPPEQ

GALLOPED DOWN THE ROAD. SPOKE TO GEN. LEE, WHO GAVE UP HIS DICTA-

TION, AND Gave by col. MARSHALL Al\ ORAL MESSAGE THAT HE HAD COME

THERE EXPECTING TO MEET GEN. GRANT AND THAT HE fiAD UNDERSTOOD THAT

ACTIVE
THERE WOULD BE A CESSATION OF. H03 T I L I T 1 E3, BUT NOW THATHE WAS IN-

FORMED OF FIGHTING AT APPOMATTOX, HE WISHED TO K i'.OW WHEN AND WHERE HE

COULD MEET GEN. GRANT. I RETURNED WITH MY MESSAGE AImD AT NOON VMS

AGAlw SENT OUT WITH A LETTER FROM GEN. MEADE. AS I WAS RIDI,.G BY

A LITTLE HOUSE WITH ORDERLY Af^D LARGE FLAG DISPLAYED A SHOWER OF

1 h/>. uTEO

BULLETS FROM THE WOODo IN FRONT CAME BY M E. _^ SOOl- A '/OICE C OF A

J

I .. :: r ijRWARD

LEUTEimAiNT LAMAR) SAID COME ON, DON'T BE AFRAID, .A.Nlv WITH SOME NATURAL

INDIGNATION SAlj, *
I THINK THIS IS PLAYED OUT. I CAME OUT YEGTERD-Y

WITH GEN. W8 1 G-nr AND A FLAG AND WE HAD OUR ORDERLY SHOT, AND NOW WITH

THIS BIG FLAG FULLY IN SIGHT, YOU FIRE ON ME.*" HIS ONLY REPLY

WAS, " 1 HAVE NO ORDERS NOT TO FIRE ON pLAGG OF TRUCE." THEGE
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W ERE TrlE LAG! HOGTlLE GHOTo FiKED BY iv^EE' G ARMY Ai.u WITH TH Elvi MY

EGOTISTICAL GTOkY MAY WELL END.

i W1G;i that I COULD SCRATCH OUT .MANY OF THE 1
' 3^ THOUGH WE

MUST HEREAFTER, I TH I NK, RELY GOMEVVHAT ON PERGOi-AL R Eivl I N I GC Ei'jC EG, AND

"tliEY" MAY FILL IN CHINKS OR EXPLAIN 3UCCE3GEG AHU ERRORS FOR WHICH THE

REAQOIJS BEFORE HAG NOT BEEN FULLY KNOWN. I ALWAYS THINK THAT A GRA\£

MIGTAKE HAG BEEN MADE BY ONLY RIDICULING THAT HIGTORICAL FLY ON THE

CHARIOT WHEEL WHO SAID, "WHAT A GREAT DUGT I EXCITE:" WHY NOT GET HIS

WHOLE GTORY WITH ALL I TG EGOTISM? HE MIGHT HAVE GIVEN v-ALUAELE

EVIDENCE AG TO GOME h..PORTANT PART OF THE RACE AND BEEN A GREAT

SERVICE TO THE HIGT0RIAN3 AND TO FUTURE CHARIOTEERS.
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